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The onnouncement of the Trustees in Baakrupgy of the
New York, lew Ilaven ond Mertford Rallroud Compuny, thet they
would apply to the Untted Stotes District Court for sutlhority to
potition the Interstote Commorce Lommiselon to suthorize the
Truufees to discontinuc rallrood service botuecn Greonbush und
Yingston, Maggachusetis throutens ooriouusly property vuluos of
fuxbury and Marshficld.

The Officers of the Railrowd, up well us the Trusteco in
Bonkrupcey repgret the necossity for cuch action, but under tho luw
ure compelled to do go to proteot croditors.

Soms yours ago, when the Railroadu wvouzht to conuolidste. tle
lurge number of local independunt lines. the urgument w.us $ket they
conld bo opoeyyted us o whole to & bLettor udvuntu;;o wad mote
econonically! spperstely. 4s o wiohe unit, the louses usustiined
in 8 given loculity would be covere:d by excecs eurninge in an .thor,

rosulting in the greutest good for the greuter nuwnber.

The increscing uce of motor vehicles, conmbinoed with the
dcreased volume of busincos doring the post seven yourc of depronsion
left the Rodlrood without.profit anywhere, with resulting bankrupoy.

JudgeJ¢M¥$ﬁa gronted the request of tle Trustoocs to petition
the Interstato Commeroce Commission for the ubundonment of the
Groenbush~-¥ingston line, Tuesday, Febmar/y G, 1937.

Tho Intorstate Commerce Commission i sdvigod ;
gpniddwo "In the cvont uuch un vpplicotdon is £Liod with thig
Comnipglon it wili bo uecoussury for the upplicunty to publieh notiou
thoreof once 2 woeek for three succoa ive weckuy in gone nowupuper
of general circulatiodhpaeh county in which the line propoced to
be ubandoned 1s locuted. "¥rotests ugulnot the proposed asurdoanont
awy te gubmitted Lo the Coumigsion infors.lily in the Jorm of letter
und chould any protest he offered urrongesncniz will be mude to
ascion Lhe ouwoe for hesring at some point convenient to tie nrotest-
ants. Thoe heuring would be in the naturo of a formul proceeding und
all interostod parties ohould be present with u view to prosenting
teatimony or other cvidence in gup;ort of thelr oppouition. Tha
Conmnisnlon is confineld by luw to considerotion of the record xade
before 4t in ouokh " T e~
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RO RRE s rehnaverabdid oeassiiNiaivey e Duxbury and ilurahficlad
are, to an anusnal degreq, depondsnt for a livliihood upon tho
business of usnd omployment by persong who, &s proporty owners or
tenunts fovor thé %ﬁ@ touans with $holr prowencd Auring the summor
noBths 6@1{. These two towns =re- gbout the limit of distunco fron
Boston thot permits of duily coamuting without discowfort, und wuilc
rorﬁhpocial or purticulur resson some muy use the uutonobile Tor

tho entire distince, the greater number huve lourned to prefer the
quick and comfortuble service provided oy the Ruilroad st u price

of a little , ore th&n~${ sur nile.
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In as much s8s this purticulor Hearing will concern thut pasrt
of the Railroud only that lies within the tovns of Duxbury und
urshfield it may be thut the rosidents of Duxbury ond Marchfield
would request the Interstote Comuerce Commiseion to hold their
public heurings in one of the towns so that the citizons may svoid
the loss of time <nd the expenge of o visit to Boston.

Consideration has boon given to many plans for solution of the
problem. ‘

Should the Interstube Commerce Comnisaion determine thut public
necessity ond couvenience of the residents of Duxbury ond liarshfield
docs not warrent inflioting on other commnities the whole, or uny
part of the excessive cost of oporotion through Duxbuxy ond Hurshfield
it may be pousible thut they would consider it e publioc nceonrsity,und
convenience would equitsbly be gerved if the communitiecs would tux
themselves to provide funds to pay part of the feficit, 1f any.

Phe =words "if uny" sare .dded because the business is increseing;
freight receipts are much larger thon for many yeurs; und, if patrons
reulizing that every dollur spent for roilroad service perceptibly
rcduced their taxes und the burdons of their neijhbors, the passenger
receipts would soon roduee the defioit.

Public funds usre now expended for muny purposes unheurd of in
pust yeurs. slmost untold miilions are expended for highwaye. On the
other hsadd, it is muny yeurs gince public funds were erxpended ior
vagruchugetts rallrouda, and to muke the matter worse, the ruilrouds
nave been compelled to contribute millions in tuxes for the benefib
of those who took from the railrousds the possibility of eurming, not
ulone a dividend for the stock holders, but intercst on their bondsg
cnd now even to puy oxdinary operuvting expences.

fhe Comzonwcalth of Musouchusetts appropristes qluwmﬁgfa for
advertising its attractions. Citios ond towns ure atthorized to
soend money for many feotures intended to attruct residents. One
town has uppropriated $2000. to support & Bose Bull teum,

If necessury to secure such o universully scknowledged publio
gervice us is o roilroud, sny tovm ghould be uuthorized to ruise and
approsriste money for the purpose.

I t hes been proposed before thst the Select lien of Duxbury
und Marshfield petitiom thé Legislature for an sot guthorizing the
towns to ruisc aend appropiiate 1f necessury 4 sum not exoceeding
one dollur §1.) per thousand of the valuetion churgesunder proper
eontpivtions, and for definsdtely stated purposes may be puld to the
Railroad or’%xpended for other purposes thut will oquully smerve to
ﬁfourgiaggquute freight ond pussenger servico in Duxbury and

yrahfield.

Again, it may beipossible ihsi should the Interstate Commerce
Commission permit the discontinuonce of service on the roud in auestim
local interest might seoure it and operate it for :freight und poosi bly
possenger trunsportation at a cost of & mere fruction of the preuveht
cost of operstion which 1s governed by very stringont laic us to the
number of persons to be employed, what they ought to do, number of
hours of service etc.

In one looulity where the ruilrosd w.l obandoned, the operution
was undertaken in this menner, und where one mun now provid:rs the

gervice that tskes the place of what here-to-fore required ten or
HNOTe

Another suggesylion considered ira: thut the 8tute of Huasachu.etts
tuke over ull Branch lines asbandoned by the Trustecs of the Raillroud
Company <nd them for the benefit of its citizens 1n the same
menner o the state now operstes the Beriton Tlevated Railroad.
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Another oug;-ution offered iu that the ubundoned roud be
oporsted by the two towns Duxbdury und inrshfield ot ¢ J.7.4. DI Joct
with U.7. funds.

Xeslly this pluen offors muny sdventaogoes €or it will sive
gnuployment to 3Skilled ss well so Common lubot.

Ungineers, rireaen, irokemen, Telegraphers, Hlectriclone

Clerke, Carpenters, Musoma, Truckmen, F:rdcaers, all viould
perforn ugseful noceausry work profitable to tho community Ly improved
conditions and apneursncos with the not imposcible rosult of {inunciul
BUCCOUS . )

Under sny plun iu wiich the public poriicipdus Station ond other
2uildin::. cun bae put in order attructively puinted savertising oisnu
yeaovo., interior:s Gacorated, atieadanto onituntly on duty =i w
Jureaun of Informution ubout Duxbury and liorshfield und ull the South
Shore tnd with ull the fucilitiec ofastution for public Sépupmemte.

3tation grounds, Tighway Crossin .o, Yurds und Torminals oould bo
slloted to Gardon Clubu snd Civie Asvoclutionu for improvoument and
boasutificution and thue cive citizens & personsl interest in enterprive.
“hen & Roilroad om bo thought of as public property it oould come
under supervision of towm suthorities like the ilighwurs.

1t is estinuted thot present cost of opjerstion snd muintenunce
for the fifteen ulles of Ruilroad between greenbush und Xingeton 1is
thougund dollara.

I+ must be borns in mind that the sorvice of both men und
equipmont lups over into the othner parts of 3 groot system it is
not poseible to confine fizurea %o evch individual mile.

Therefore, tho cost of ¢ sootion con be wsoertuined only be
formulss widch dong oxperience has shown to be substantially ucourate.
Tor exomple our ovm “"3tundish” su.srmer gchedule does businsgs in
Juxhayy und Morshfield only but ito cost of operation «nd twintonsnco
besins with the .ost of the equipment and its meintenunce. It is
noused ¢nd osred &6r in Plymouth, it hus tho benefit of trucks,
gismuslg, owitches etc. Tlymouth to South Duxbury thraush ingston
and the “ngineer, Fireosn, Conductor snd 3rskensn ore puld for tholr
gervice vrior to cntering the Duxbury-lSarshfield section. %o boyond
Marshifield Mills 4t collects no revenue but incurg_the costy Truck
izuintonunco, ‘Truin service and thg cost for uroligit ) ntorest
uxkeep and operation o—z-cab(Ehirty oirsht) South Wdtotion Temninol,
which even afterfyears is comsidered the equul of anye.
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Tt 1is the sumo :ith the receipt:. A patron jays Beventeon
dollars for u monthly ticket, but a large purt of tiwt amount inures
to the miloge botwe:n lurahfleld snd Bostoun. Carloada of Coul and
Lumber on urrival in Juxbury or Murshficld may produco o tuynont
of veverul hundred dollars each iut the net amount uceruin;; to the
ierg thun filtceon Duxbury-ifarshficld linecs is infiniteni .1 Wlmogct
a2tor »a.ing the charges for hundreds of miles from mines, or puorhupn
o trousund =miles for lumber. Therefore, to sscertsuln tho fuctn tlie
knowledge expuricnce and records availshle to ruailroud o.«ieluls io
NeCeE8IETY

1# it be thought thot Hullroud 2fficiule gometiczes liotort, mee
' -¢he reeorde it should be vorne in nind that the Public
Utilities Comiiesion of Massachusetts exomine those roports and the
Commigsions of tho other itutec ulso ol lost, but by no mesne le:nst
the I.C.C. pusuos final Judgement unlass Congress or the Loglsluture
of s Stato conducts "in Investijution.”



